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A Note to Parents 


DK READERS is a compelling program for beginning 
readers, designed in conjunction with leading literacy 
experts, including Dr. Linda Gambrell, Distinguished 
Professor of Education at Clemson University. 

Dr. Gambrell has served as President of the National 
Reading Conference, the College Reading Association, 
and the International Reading Association. 


Beautiful illustrations and superb full-color photographs 
combine with engaging, easy-to-read stories to offer a fresh 
approach to each subject in the series. Each DK READER is 
guaranteed to capture a child’s interest while developing his 
or her reading skills, general knowledge, and love of reading. 


The five levels of DK READERS are aimed at different 
reading abilities, enabling you to choose the books that are 
exactly right for your child: 


Pre-level 1: Learning to read 
Level 1: Beginning to read 
Level 2: Beginning to read alone 
Level 3: Reading alone 

Level 4: Proficient readers 


The “normal” age at which a child begins to read 
can be anywhere from three to eight years old. Adult 
participation through the lower levels is very helpful 
for providing encouragement, discussing storylines, 
and sounding out unfamiliar words. 


No matter which level you 
select, you can be sure that you 
are helping your child learn to 
read, then read to learn! 
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Hide and Seek 


Written by Laura Buller 
l 


Hey, you! 

Yes, you—the reader. 

Can you find me? 

Look up close. 

Do you see me yet? 

I know what you are thinking. 


branch 


Where am I hiding? 
All you can see 1s 


a tree branch. 
Maybe I will hop down. 
You are in for a big surprise! 


Are you ready? 
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Ta dah 


Here I am 
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Are you surpr 


sent 


I am not a leaf 
fallen from the tree. 
Iam a bug. 

Iam called a walking leaf. 
(Cool, right?) 

My body looks just like 

a real leaf. 

‘That is how I can hide 

in the trees. 


I even move like a leaf. 
I shake back and forth 
like a leaf in the wind. 
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Looking like a leaf is helpful. 
I can hide from other animals 
that might want to eat me! 
‘They can’t tell me 

from the leaves. 

So they leave me alone! 

I am not the only bug 


that is good at hiding. 


‘There are many bugs that | 
use this trick. 

Would you like to meet 

the others? 

I warn you—some are 


very hard to find! 
Let’s look for them. 


Take a look! 


Can you find anything 
along the branch? 

The branch is home 

to a very smart bug. 


Do you see it yet? 


Look carefully 

at the green twig. 

It seems to have six legs! 
‘That is not a twig. 


It is a stick insect. 


‘The stick insect’s body 

is the same shape as a twig. 
It is the same color, too. 

A stick insect can stay 

very still for ages. 

It hides in the tree 


all day long. 


At night, the stick insect 
hunts for food to eat. 

It nibbles on tree leaves. 
No one can see it 

in the darkness. 
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By morning, the stick 


insect is hiding again. 


Let’s not stick around! 
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Some plants are very green, \ 
but there is much \ 
more to be seen! 

Look at this blade of grass. 
Can you see a bright 
green grasshopper? 

‘The grasshopper is exactly 
the same color as its home. 
It blends in so well, 

no one can see 1t— 


apart from you, that is! 


Now, let’s get hopping. 


blade of 


Look at this tree. 

Its bark 1s so wrinkly 
and brown. 

‘This 1s not a good 


hiding place for a bug. 


Or is it? 


‘There is a cicada [si-KAY-da] 
hiding right on the tree. 

Its colors match the bark 

_ so well. 


Be careful! 


Do not prick your finger 
on that thorny branch. 


Those thorns look sharp. 


thorns 


Wait a second! 
Those are not thorns. 


‘They are treehoppers. 
‘These bugs poke holes in 
branches and feed on sap. 


‘They can hide 
and snack! 


That is smart. 
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What do you see here? 


A pile of rocks! 


Maybe there is a bug 
hiding there? 


Wait a minute! 
One of those rocks just moved. 
I saw it with my own eyes! 

‘That, my friend, is a rock bug. 
rock bug sits 


What do we have here? 
Something has landed 
in the sand. 

It is a grasshopper. 

Its body colors match 


the sandy grains. 


Imagine you are a bird 
flying over the beach. 
Could you see that bug 

in the sand? 

I do not think so. 

You would keep flying, and 
miss out on your beach picnic. 
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What a strange-looking 
bug we have here! 

It is a spiny katydid. 
‘This creature lives 


in the rain forests. 


‘Those thorns on its body 
help it to hide in the forest. 
Bats like to eat katydids, 

7 but all those thorns can 


scare them away. 


~» (They are scaring me, too!) 


I see a snake. Do you? 
Hold on! 

‘There is something odd 
about that snake. 

It is really a caterpillar, 


playing a cool trick. 


First it pulls in its legs. 
‘Then it blows up 

the front part of its body 
like a balloon. 

Spots on its underside look 
just like snake’s eyes. 

Any bird who sees it 


is ssssscared. 
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Wait a minute! 


‘That bug reminds me 

of someone. 

Someone very close to me. 
Someone who looks as if 


it fell out of my family tree. 


Bingo! 

It’s another leaf insect, 
like me. 

It’s time for us to leave you. 
We are off to a new 
hiding place. 

I wonder if you will 
find us there. 

We will see you. 

Will you see us? 

Keep looking! 


“uf 
ahi Meret i) ‘ Th nyt i 


Bugs Word Search 


Some bugs look like other things. 
Can you find these six hidden words? 


bark leat rock 
sand thorn twig 


Index 

bark 16, 17 sap 19 

branch 5,10,18,19 — spiny katydid 24 
caterpillar 26 spots 27 

cicada 17 stick insect 11-13 
grasshopper 14,22 — thorns 18-19, 25 
hide 7,8,12,19,25 treehopper 19 
hunts 13 twig 11, 12 

leaf 7,8 walking leaf 7 


rain forest 24 


Word Search 


rock 20-21 ea 
rock bug 21 
sand 22-23 
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DK READERS help children learn to 
read, then read to learn. If you enjoyed 
this DK READER, then look out for 
these other titles for your child. 


Level 1 Deadly Dinosaurs 

Roar! Thud! Meet Rexy, Sid, Deano, and Sonia, 
the dinosaurs that come alive at night in the 
museum. Who do you think is the deadliest? 


Level 1 Little Dolphin 

Follow Little Dolphin’s adventures when he leaves 
his mother and joins the older dolphins for the first 
time. Will he be strong enough to keep up? 


Level 1 Playful Puppy 

Holly’s dream has come true—she’s been given her 
very own puppy. Share her delight in the playfulness 
of her new puppy as she tries to train him. 


Level 1 Mega Machines 
Hard hats on! The mega machines are very busy 
building a new school. Watch them in action! 


Level 1 Pirate Attack! 

Come and join Captain Blackbeard and his 
pirate crew for an action-packed adventure 
on the high seas. 


32 


READERS 


Be surprised! Can you fnd 
the bugs that look like 


the plants around them? 


DK READERS 


Stunning photographs combine with lively illustrations and engaging, 
age-appropriate stories, in a multilevel reading program guaranteed 
to capture children’s interest while developing their reading skills. 


High-frequency words 


& 
e Picture word strips, picture glossary, and simple index 
@ Labels to introduce and reinforce vocabulary 

& 


High level of adult participation helpful 


Be g innin g e Simple sentences and limited vocabulary 
\ 4 e Picture glossary and simple index 
/ to red e Adult participation helpful 


Longer sentences and increased vocabulary 


§ Beginning 
} to read alone 


Information boxes full of extra fun facts 


Simple index 


Occasional adult participation helpful 


e@ More complex sentence structure 


Reading 
alone 


Information boxes and alphabetical glossary 


Comprehensive index 


Proficient e Rich vocabulary and challenging sentence structure 


e Additional information and alphabetical gl 
readers phabetical glossary 


e Comprehensive index 


Children will lomn4 to ial. tim waal< tis nay tai 
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